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NOTICE OF SPECIAL BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING  

 
Notice is hereby given that the Southwest District Health Board of Health will hold a special meeting on Tuesday, 
May 4, 2021. at 9:00 a.m. at 13307 Miami Lane, Caldwell, ID, 83607.   

 
Public comments specific to an agenda item for the May 4, 2021 Special Board of Health meeting can be 
submitted at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BoH05042021 or by mail to: SWDH Board of Health, Attn: 
Administration Office, 13307 Miami Lane, Caldwell, ID, 83607.  The period to submit public comments will close 
at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 3, 2021.  
 
*Meeting Format : In-person attendance at the meeting will be limited. Anyone unable to attend the meeting 
in-person is invited to view the meeting on their own device through live streaming available on  the SWDH You 
Tube channel. 

 
AGENDA  

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
9:00 a.m.  

13307 Miami Lane, Caldwell, Idaho 83607  
  
A = Board Action Required                    G =Guidance       I = Information item 
 
  9:00 AM             Call the meeting to order   Chairman Bryan Elliott  
  9:02 AM    Pledge of Allegiance Chairman Bryan Elliott  
  9:05 AM    Roll call  Chairman Bryan Elliott  
  9:08 AM A  Approval of agenda Chairman Bryan Elliott 
  9:10 AM    In-person public comment  Chairman Bryan Elliott 
  9:30 AM A            Resolution discussion and vote Commissioner Viki Purdy  
10:15 AM A  Letter to the Cities Nikki Zogg 
10:25 AM A WICCC Contract Extension  Sam Kenney 
10:35 AM  Executive session per Idaho Code 74-206(b) 
10:55 AM A Action taken as a result of Executive Session  
11:00 AM  Adjournment 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BoH05042021
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZn5O5zBiR6Hhjekl2JX_KQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZn5O5zBiR6Hhjekl2JX_KQ


RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF SOUTHWEST DISTRICT HEALTH, STATE OF IDAHO, 
REJECTING INFRINGEMENT UPON THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT

At a special meeting of the Board of Health of Southwest District Health, State of Idaho, on the 4th day of May, 2021,
the following Resolution was adopted, to-wit:

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Independence informs us that governments in this nation are instituted for the
purpose of securing the unalienable rights of the citizenry, among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness;  

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 1, of the Idaho State Constitution informs us that all men are by nature free and equal,
and have certain inalienable rights, among which are enjoying and defending life and liberty, and pursuing happiness;

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to U.S. Constitution, and Article I, Section 10, of the Idaho Constitution,
memorialize and codify the unalienable right of the citizens of the United States and of Idaho to peaceably assemble;

WHEREAS, the citizens of the United States and of Idaho, and, more particularly, those citizens living in Adams,
Washington, Payette, Gem, Canyon and Owyhee Counties, are a free people;

WHEREAS, because free people have the right to make their own decisions concerning their own lives and health,
and because individuals, not government, are best situated and best suited to make decisions for themselves concerning their
own health and happiness, it is not the proper role of government to usurp that right and to substitute its judgment for that
of the citizens;

WHEREAS, the Board of Health of Southwest District Health believes that citizens living within the District are
eminently capable of making responsible decisions concerning their own health and safety and do not require the Board of
Health to make those decisions for them;

WHEREAS, the Board of Health of Southwest District Health believes it is in the best interest and overall health
of District families, schools, and communities that businesses and schools be fully open; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Health of Southwest District Health recognizes that its members are public servants with
a duty to support and protect the citizens, schools, and businesses within the District, all of whom have suffered great
hardships because of SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) and the State of Idaho’s reaction thereto.

RESOLUTION

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Board of Health expressly opposes any and all efforts to
infringe upon the rights of the citizens of the District to enjoy life and liberty, to pursue happiness, and to peaceably assemble;

BE IT ALSO AND FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board of Health expressly declares its unequivocal faith and
confidence in the citizens of the District to make responsible decisions concerning their own health and safety as it relates
to SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19);

BE IT ALSO AND FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board of Health will not infringe upon the rights of the
citizens of the District by imposing or enforcing any restrictions or requirements on those citizens regarding their peaceable
assembly or daily lives, including, but not limited to, physical distancing, occupancy and attendance limitations, vaccinations
and therapeutics, vaccination documentation, or mask wearing, that are in any way related to SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19);

BE IT ALSO AND FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board of Health supports fully opening schools within the
District to promote the overall health of District families, schools, and communities;
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BE IT ALSO AND FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board of Health will not infringe upon the rights of the
businesses and business owners within the District, nor will it impede the ability of the same, to operate their businesses in
a manner that they, in their own discretion, deem adequately promotes the health and safety of their employees and patrons.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of May, 2021.

Board of Health, Southwest District Health

______________________________ ______________________________
Bryan Elliot, Chair Kelly Aberasturi, Vice-Chair

______________________________ ______________________________
Sam Summers, MD Keri Smith

______________________________ ______________________________
Viki Purdy Georgia Hanigan

______________________________
Lyndon Haines

ATTEST:

______________________________
Secretary
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Healthier Together 

 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members,  

I would like to express my gratitude to you for your efforts over the past year to share information and provide 
guidance, recommendations, and support to members of your community as we navigated through a very challenging 
time. I know hard decisions had to be made that impacted your community, and those decisions had to be made with 
limited information in an evolving situation. No decisions are harder than these.   

A year ago, there was a lot we did not know about COVID-19 and its potential impact on our population. We were faced 
with a situation where our first responders and healthcare workers had limited access to the personal 
protective equipment they needed to perform their jobs as well as limited capacity to handle surges at our local 
hospitals. This situation drove many of our recommendations to the public in an effort to prevent complications related 
to COVID-19 and premature death. COVID-19 has had a detrimental impact on our community in many ways. However, I 
feel confident that each day that passes we are returning to a place of normalcy as the risk for exposure to COVID-19 
decreases, vaccinations are readily available, and treatments for COVID-19 continue to improve. I am cautiously 
optimistic that we will continue in this direction, and I encourage our community to stay vigilant.  

Southwest District Health continues to serve as a community resource. It is the position of Southwest District Health, 
your local public health district, that individuals, business owners, and bodies of government, including schools, are free 
to make their own decisions about what, if any, measures they choose to take to protect their health and the health of 
their families, employers, students, or patrons. Individuals, business owners, and bodies of government are responsible 
and accountable for the decisions they make. Southwest District Health stands ready to provide any assistance, 
education, and support needed to help inform decisions when requested.  

I understand a resolution may be brought forward for your consideration that relates to the duty and responsibilities of 
Southwest District Health. Over the past year, Southwest District Health aimed to provide timely, accurate information, 
guidance, and recommendations to our population, businesses, schools, and healthcare and first responder 
community. Our goal was to provide people with the knowledge and information necessary to make informed 
decisions. At no time did Southwest District Health mandate or enforce closures, physical distancing, capacity 
limitations, masks, vaccinations, or treatment.   

The resolution before you may also address broader functions of the public health district outside of COVID-
19. Southwest District Health plays a vital role in ensuring our community has access to safe food establishments, 
recreational waters, public swimming pools, and licensed childcare facilities. Without this work, communicable and 
vector-borne diseases would go unchecked in these areas and complaints from our community unaddressed. The impact 
would likely be increases in food and waterborne illnesses and other communicable diseases resulting in increased 
healthcare costs, hospitalizations, premature deaths, lost work productivity, and fewer days in school.   

Again, I want to thank you for your partnership over the past year.   

Please feel free to reach out to me directly if you have questions or would like to discuss this matter. You can reach me 
at Nikole.Zogg@phd3.idaho.gov or 208.435.4215.  

In good health,  

 
 
Nikki Zogg 
Director 

mailto:Nikole.Zogg@phd3.idaho.gov
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