
 

 

Southwest District Health is a local, reliable resource for people wading through a wave of informa�on 
online. Use this local data to make informed healthcare decisions for you and your family. 

 

Covid-19 FAQ’s 
(Updated July 2023) 

 

Are Idahoans really dying from Covid? 
- From March 2020 to the end of 2021 (during the height of the pandemic) the overall amount of 

deaths in the southwest Idaho region went up by 52 more deaths per month than the historical 
monthly average. For perspec�ve, that’s equivalent to about a year’s worth of suicides in our 
region every month. 

 
Are the mRNA vaccines preven�ng deaths or causing deaths? 

- Local data shows that the more people that are ge�ng the mRNA vaccines, the fewer overall 
deaths. So it is safe to draw the conclusion that if the mRNA vaccines were causing deaths we 
would expect to see an up�ck in deaths. 

 
Do the side effects of the mRNA vaccines cause death? 

- According to the Vaccine Adverse Event Repor�ng System (VAERS) data from our area, in months 
when there are more people repor�ng side effects from an mRNA vaccine, fewer people die. 
This is likely because more people repor�ng side effects means more people are ge�ng the 
vaccine. The most common side effects reported are pain, redness or swelling at the injec�on 
site, sleepiness, headache, chills, swollen lymph nodes, muscle pain, fever. 

 
Where & how did you get this informa�on? 

- This is the list of local and redundant data sources: 
o (NBS) Na�onal Electronic Disease Surveillance System – Local epidemiologists populate 

this database with infec�ous diseases within our district. 
o (NSSP)  Na�onal Syndromic Surveillance Program– Local hospital emergency 

departments report Covid-related ER visits. 
o (VAERS) Vaccine Adverse Event Repor�ng System – Anyone can report side effects a�er 

receiving any kind of vaccine. The system then detects unusual paterns that might 
indicate a safety problem with the vaccine and reports to the CDC and the FDA. 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nbs/overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/index.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/data.html

