' ,‘ . SOUTHWEST

DISTRICT HEALTH

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, July 28, 2026

BOARD MEMBERS:

Jennifer Riebe, Commissioner, Payette County — present

Jim Harberd, Commissioner, Washington County — present

Zach Brooks, Commissioner, Canyon County — present

Kelly Aberasturi, Commissioner, Owyhee County — present

Viki Purdy, Commissioner, Adams County — present

John Tribble, MD, Physician Representative — present via Microsoft Teams
Kirk Wille, Commissioner, Gem County — present

STAFF MEMBERS:
In person: Nikki Zogg, Katrina Harshman, Beth Kriete, Ben Shatto, Don Lee, Melanie Chroninger, Dylan
Turner, Lekshmi Venugopal

Virtual: Colton Osborne
GUESTS: Lt. Brad Childers, Nampa Police Department

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER
Chairman Kelly Aberasturi called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.

ROLL CALL

Chairman Aberasturi — present; Dr. John Tribble — present via Microsoft Teams; Commissioner Purdy —
present; Commissioner Harberd — present; Vice Chairman Brooks — present; Commissioner Riebe —
present; Commissioner Wille — present

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Chairman Kelly Aberasturi asked for additional agenda items. Board members had no additional agenda
items or changes to the agenda.

MOTION: Commissioner Riebe made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Wille
seconded the motion. All in favor; motion passes.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment was provided in person or through the online submission mechanism.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES
New employees were introduced.
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APPROVAL OF JUNE 23, 2026 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
Board members reviewed meeting minutes from the June 23, 2026 Board of Health meeting.

MOTION: Commissioner Riebe made a motion to approve the June 23, 2026 minutes as presented.
Commissioner Harberd seconded. All in favor; motion carries.

JUNE 2026 MONTHLY EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE REPORT
Don Lee, SWDH Chief Operating Officer, shared the June 2026 monthly expenditure and revenue report.
The finance team continues to work on end of fiscal year activities.

CONTRACT SERVICES AND GRANT APPLICATIONS
Don shared new contract services or grant applications that are currently in process.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY TEAM (PHAST) PRESENTATION

Melanie Chroninger, SWDH Health Education Specialist, Sr., presented information on the Public Health
and Safety Team (PHAST). This team brings together members from sectors including law enforcement,
educators, and health care partners.

One of the team's major milestones is planning Idaho's first overdose fatality review (OFR). The team is
working to strengthen data sharing practices, expand partner engagement, and use team findings to
guide prevention strategies and continue to identify service needs and gaps.

At the end of her presentation, Melanie recognized Nampa Police Department Lieutenant Bradley
Childers for his work on the team. As co-lead of the Public Health and Safety Team, Lt. Childers has been
an exceptional partner in strengthening collaboration between public health and public safety. Most
recently, he helped facilitate a PHAST tour of the Canyon County Jail, providing partners with valuable
insight into the experiences and challenges individuals may face as they transition back into the
community. Through his leadership and commitment to collaboration, Lt. Childers has helped
strengthen the team’s collective efforts to prevent overdoses and improve community health and
safety.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES UPDATE
Lekshmi Rita Venugopal, SWDH Epidemiologist Program Manager, shared an infectious disease update
with Board members.

New World Screwworm

This pest affects livestock, pets, wildlife, and, less commonly, people and birds. The fly larvae feed on
living tissue of warm-blooded animals. At this time, there has been no detection in idaho. Southwest
District Health’s role has been to provide education and increase awareness among medical providers
and the public.

Avian Influenza (H5N1)

Avian influenza is commonly referred to as "bird flu" and is a highly contagious virus. While it does not
spread easily between people, the virus has the ability to mutate and infect new mammal species. There
are 57 active quarantine orders affecting dairy premises. Of those, 15 are within the SWDH jurisdiction.
No human cases have been reported in Idaho to date.



July 28, 2026
Board of Health Meeting Minutes

Southwest District Health staff have distributed informational flyers and materials directly to dairy
operations and other locations such as petting zoos and fairs. Other response efforts include providing
recognition, testing, and reporting guidance to healthcare providers via the Health Alert Network (HAN).

Cyclosporiasis

Cyclosporiasis is a diarrheal illness caused by a parasite. The virus is typically seasonal, May through
August, and is spread through food and water contaminated with human feces. Past outbreaks have
been linked to imported fresh produce.

As of May 1, 2026 the situational report includes 1,645 confirmed U.S. cases with 94 hospitalizations.
Idaho has one travel related case but no outbreak related cases.

SWDH response efforts include sharing information through the Health Alert Network (HAN) to help
reinforce clinical recognition and provide testing and reporting guidance to healthcare providers. Social
media and newsletter outreach to the public have included information about cyclospora, prevention
and treatment information.

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT HEALTH POLICY PRIORITIES

Nikki shared a draft policy priorities document and asked for board member input. For the last few
years, board members have used Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) data to identify pressing
needs. Nikki explained that the policy priorities document shows how priorities can be addressed
through actions taken by schools, families, business owners, policy makers, medical providers, and
government entities. This document is intended to be an internal guidance document to help in
conversations with resource prioritization, asking partners to step in and help, identify focus areas for
social media, and helping develop calls to action for internal and external use.

Board members support further development and review of the priorities document. Board members
suggested condensing the document to make it easier to read. Nikki will work to revise the priorities
document and bring it back to the Board for further review and approval.

IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF DISTRICT BOARDS OF HEALTH RESOLUTIONS AND POSITION STATEMENTS
DRAFTS

Health district directors and board of health members are working on resolutions to present for voting
at the Idaho Association of District Boards of Health (IADBH) meeting in October. The Kratom resolution
previously voted on has expired and Nikki shared a new draft Kratom resolution that includes
statements providing the justification for the call to action. She explained that the next legislative
session will likely include kratom bills from the industry, the Board of Pharmacy and legislators covering
a range of requests including a full ban on kratom, some age restrictions, and perhaps synthetic versus
plant-based clarifications.

Board member preference is to seek a total ban on kratom rather than just an age restriction. Board

members also asked Nikki to ask Mike Kane, SWDH legal counsel, to review the resolution for input on
whether it should seek a total ban or an age-based restriction. Other concerns shared include seeking
detailed information on product labeling to include concentration. Nikki will seek legal counsel review
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and bring the bill back to the Board for review at the August meeting.
Nikki reminded board members that the food fee resolution remains active for another year.

DIRECTOR'’S REPORT

Director approved agreements, contracts, and subgrants
Summary pages for grants, contracts, agreements, and subgrants are included in the meeting packet.

Nikki asked board members to consider how the health district can help build capacity to pursue Rural
Health Transformation Grant (RHTG) funding that will benefit the district.

Violation referred to prosecutor's office

Staff have handed a subsurface sewage notice of violation situation over to the Canyon County
Prosecutor's Office and Canyon County Sheriff's Office due to other matters involved. The situation has
prompted SWDH staff to review internal processes to help ensure that customers seeking septic permits
or submitting applications for accessory dwelling unit (ADU) permits are the owner(s) of the property.
Currently, proof of ownership is not requested when an application for a septic permit or ADU is
submitted.

Legal counsel update

Central District Health and Southwest District Health continue to interview candidates to provide legal
services to the health districts. The candidate the district previously selected is unable to assume the
workload. Interviews will be conducted over the next several weeks.

Budget Workshop
Nikki will meet with the Board of Health Budget Workgroup on August 7, 2026, to develop a plan for
allocating the Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) carryover funding.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
No future agenda items were suggested.

EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO IDAHO CODE 74-206(b)

Pursuant to Idaho Code 74-206(b), board members entered executive session at 11:15 a.m.
Commissioner Riebe made a motion to go into executive session. Commissioner Brooks seconded the
motion. Roll call taken.

At 11:48 a.m. board members came out of executive session.
ACTION TAKEN PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Riebe noted that staff comments and reviews are in line with her perception of the

district director's performance and that she supports increasing the director's salary to $70 per hour.

MOTION: Commissioner Riebe made a motion to increase the director's salary to $70 per hour.
Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion. All in favor; motion passes.
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Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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Nikole Zogg
Secretary to the Board

Approved as written:
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Kelly Aberasturi
Chairman

Date: August 25, 2026
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